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Marieka Arksey is a fifth year Ph.D. student in the World Cultures Ph.D. program at the University of California, 

Merced. She attended the University of Toronto in Canada and earned a B.S. in Archaeological Science. She then 

completed her M.A. in Manchester, England in Arts, Histories and Cultures.  Her current research centers on Maya 

cave archaeology with a specific focus on how the exteriors of caves were used as an extension of the socially and 

physically restricted interiors of caves for ritual performances during the time of the Maya "collapse". 

Andrew Behrendt came to Pittsburgh in 2009 after taking his M.A. at the University of Chicago and spending nine 

months in Hungary and Romania. While at Pitt, he has dedicated considerable time to extracurricular academic 

service, both inside and outside of the department. Last year (2012-2013), He served as president of the history 

department’s Graduate Student Organization (GSO), and has served previously as vice president and as a member of 

the department’s Planning and Budget Committee. This year he will be serving on one of the department’s job 

search committees. Andrew is also actively involved in the Graduate Organization for the Student of Europe and 

Central Asia (GOSECA), which works closely with the Center for Russian and East European Studies. This year 

marks his second non-consecutive term as vice president. 

Matt Drwenski is a Ph.D. student in History at the University of Pittsburgh. Before starting at Pitt in the Fall of 

2013, Matt earned a BA from Rice University and taught high school in Houston, Texas. Matt is interested in the 

long-term patterns of world-historical human economic and social inequality.  

Evgeny Karataev is a doctoral student in Information Science at the University of Pittsburgh. Under the direction 

of Vladimir Zadorozhny, he has served since 2012 as lead developer of the Col*Fusion infrastructure, which 

facilitates documentation and linkage of datasets at a global level, serving as a central element of the Collaborative 

for Historical Information and Analysis. 

Patrick Manning is Andrew W. Mellon Professor of World History and Director of the World History Center at the 

University of Pittsburgh. From a base in African economic history he became a world historian focusing on 

demography, migration, and overviews of world history. His recent books include The African Diaspora: A History 

through Culture (Columbia University Press, 2009) and Big Data in History (Palgrave Pivot, 2013). He is President-

Elect of the American Historical Association, to serve as president during calendar 2016.  
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Brian McGill is a doctoral candidate in Statistics at the University of Pittsburgh. His research includes modeling the 

interdependence of survey data, often assumed to be independent of each other, in fields of health and finance. He 

has served as a researcher and programmer in the World History Center project on African population, 1650-1950. 

Ruth Mostern is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, Merced, where she is the chair of 

the Interdisciplinary Humanities Graduate Group and the co-director of the Spatial Analysis and Research Center 

(SpARC). She received her Ph.D. in History from University of California, Berkeley in 2003 with a specialty in 

Chinese History. Her book Dividing the Realm in Order to Govern: The Spatial Organization of Song China, 960- 

1276 CE was published by the Harvard University Asia Center in 2011.  

Alexandra Mountain moved from Perth, Western Australia to Pittsburgh to enter into the PhD program at the 

University of Pittsburgh in 2012. She completed her Masters of History, entitled "Professionalizing the Puck: Youth 

Development in Canadian Major Junior Hockey" in the Spring of 2014, and became a PhD candidate in the Spring 

of 2015. Alexandra's dissertation thesis will examine the global professionalization of youth hockey programs from 

the early 1970s until the late 2000s. 

Heitor P. de Moura Filho is a social and economic historian who has published widely on sugar and sugar trade in 

Brazil and worldwide, and has also published in demographic history. He is an independent scholar based in Rio de 

Janeiro, and has recently completed a term on the editorial board of the Brazilian economic history journal, História 

Econômica e História de Empresas. 

Christopher Myers is a PhD Candidate in the Department of History at the University of Pittsburgh, focusing on 

the histories of medicine, disease, and antislavery in the modern British, Atlantic, and Colonial spheres. He is 

currently completing a dissertation on the impact of Scottish surgeons, education, and science post-Napoleonic 

British naval medicine, especially in relation to labor dynamics, professionalization, reform, and medical practice. 

He has a secondary interest in the processes and approaches of quantitative and mixed-methods historical research, 

which emerged from his work on naval surgeons’ social history. 

Scott Nickleach is a staff statistician at Amazon.com in Seattle. After completing his PhD in statistics at the 

University of Pittsburgh in 2008, he worked for several years as Assistant Professor of Statistics at Sonoma State 

University. Thereafter he carried his statistical skills to work in the financial sector before moving on to Amazon. 

His research includes statistics of demographic change. He is co-author, with Patrick Manning, of the forthcoming 

volume, African Population, 1650-1950: The eras of enslavement and colonial rule. 

Bennett Sherry is a PhD student at the University of Pittsburgh in the World History concentration. He holds an 

MA in History from the University of Montana. His interests center around forced migration and human rights in 

world history, and his dissertation examines the activities of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) in Turkey during the Cold War. Bennett is involved in the University of Pittsburgh's digital humanities 

initiative and is active in the World History Center, Global Studies Center, and European Center for Excellence. 

Tonia Sutherland is Assistant Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of Alabama, where 

her interests include information stewardship, policy and ethics, theories and cultures of collaboration, critical 

information studies, community and cultural informatics, and the digital humanities. She completed her PhD in 

Library and Information Science at the University of Pittsburgh in 2014, and served for a year as postdoctoral fellow 

for the Collaborative for Historical Information and Analysis at Pitt. 
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Bowen Yi is a fourth-year PhD student in the Department of Statistics at the University of Pittsburgh. His main 

research area is stochastic modeling. Over the last two summers he has been working on developing a program for 

modeling African populations. His contributions to this project include revising the program and running 

simulations for different needs. 

Vladimir I. Zadorozhny is an Associate Professor in the School of Information Sciences, University of Pittsburgh. 

He received his Ph.D. in 1993 from the Institute for Problems of Informatics, Russian Academy of Sciences in 

Moscow. Before coming to the USA he was a Principal Researcher in the Institute of System Programming, Russian 

Academy of Sciences. His research interests include networked information systems, heterogeneous information 

fusion, complex adaptive systems, crowdsourcing technologies, scalable personalized learning, wireless and sensor 

data management, query optimization in resource-constrained distributed environments, and scalable architectures 

for wide-area environments with heterogeneous information servers. Dr. Zadorozhny has chaired and served on 

program committees of multiple database and distributed computing conferences and workshops.  
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